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The Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF) is organizing a Post Budget Discussion Forum to discuss the 2008/2009 Budget to be held on Tuesday, 17th June 2008. The Forum will start at 2.00pm at the ESRF Conference Hall, Dar es Salaam. 

Review of the implementation of the 2007/2008 budget shows that the budget was implemented with a view of achieving the objectives stated at that time. The focus of the budget was centered on strengthening domestic revenue collection, allocation of budgetary resources in line with the priorities of CCM Election Manifesto of 2005 and the National Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty (MKUKUTA), strengthening public financial management and budgetary control, and accountability. One of the key issues emanating from the first nine months of implementation of 2007/08 budget was over dependence of the budget on foreign financing despite rising domestic revenue. It has been highlighted that the daunting challenge for the 2008/09 budget will be to strengthen collection of domestic revenue and contain growth of unmatched recurrent Government expenditures.

The 2008/2009 budget estimates note that the Government will continue to implement national plans as stipulated in National Development Vision 2025 and the MKUKUTA. Moreover, resources allocation will continue to be based on priority areas expected to stimulate economic growth and improve social services delivery. Priorities that have been considered on the basis of the Economic and Social Policies include education, infrastructure, agriculture, health, water, and energy.

The overall objective of this post budget discussion forum is to provide an opportunity for different stakeholders to analyze the 2008/2009 Budget. The discussion will focus on four sectoral issues that are aligned towards achieving the MKUKUTA goals - Agriculture, Energy, Minerals and Tourism. Anlyzes of the current budget juxtaposed with the previous year’s budget will be presented and discussions will be based around that and whether the current budget will be able to achieve the set goals of the relevant MDAs. 

 The panelists are experts in their fields – Mr. Thobias Makoba, Chairman of  Twincorp Orama which is company specializing in consultancy and research on Agriculture, Media and Tourism; Dr. Bohela Lunogelo - Agricultural Economist, ESRF Executive Director; Dr. Haji Semboja from University of Dar es Salaam, and Dr. Daniel Ngowi – Economist Consultant .
For further information please contact :

Capacity Building Coordinator, Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF), P.O. Box 31226, Dar es Salaam. Telephone Number2760260/ 2760751 -2 or Email to esrf@esrf.or.tz. 
