
RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION: ENSURING RESEARCH
REMAINS RELEVANT IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD

For 30 years, the Economic and Social Research Foundation
(ESRF) has been a beacon of resilience and innovation, leading
the charge in conducting research that addresses Tanzania's
most critical socio-economic challenges. As the world
continues to shift and evolve, ESRF remains committed to
ensuring that our research not only stays relevant but also
shapes the future of Tanzania's development. Through our work
in fostering inclusive growth, promoting investment, trade, and
sustainable agriculture, we have contributed significantly to the
nation's socio-economic transformation, always with an eye on
building a strong, knowledge-based economy.

Our efforts are deeply aligned with Tanzania's Development
Vision 2025, which emphasizes industrialization, human capital
development, and sustainability. As we look ahead, ESRF will
continue to adapt to the fast-paced changes in the global
environment, ensuring that Tanzania is well-positioned to
compete on the world stage.

At the heart of ESRF’s mission is the alignment of our research agenda with the nation’s broader
development goals. Guided by Tanzania’s Development Vision 2025, our research is instrumental in
driving industrialization, sustainable growth, and human capital development.

Initiatives such as the Work Skills for Life program exemplify how ESRF is preparing Tanzanian youth for the
labour market, ensuring they are equipped with the skills necessary to thrive in an industrializing
economy. Similarly, our Empowering Women-Owned Businesses through Public Procurement project
advances gender equity by enabling women entrepreneurs to participate in public procurement
processes, contributing to poverty reduction and economic empowerment. Another critical initiative, is
the study on ‘Innovation for Cancer Care’ exploring potential synergies between industrial and social
sectors to improve access to cancer care, underscoring our commitment to health and sustainable
development.

ESRF’s ongoing research, including the Policy Review and Gap Analysis for Circular Food Systems in
Tanzania and Scaling Up Innovations for Reducing Women’s and Girls’ Unpaid Care Work, demonstrates
our dedication to integrating gender inclusivity and sustainability into Tanzania’s development agenda.
These initiatives ensure that national policies are evidence-based and responsive to the needs of all
citizens.

www.esrf .or .tz

BY: PROF.  FORTUNATA SONGORA MAKENE  - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ESRF



ESRF has always prioritized research that promotes inclusive growth. By focusing on the empowerment
of marginalized groups—especially women, youth, and rural communities—we are helping to create a
more equitable and prosperous Tanzania. For instance, the East Africa Youth Inclusion Programme
(EAYIP) previously hosted by ESRF has empowered youth by creating opportunities for them to engage
in agriculture and other economic activities, particularly in rural areas. Projects like Scaling Up
Innovations for Reducing and Redistributing Women and Girls’ Unpaid Care Work in Rural Tanzania have
had transformative impacts, enabling women to participate more fully in the economy by alleviating
the burdens of unpaid care work. Through these efforts, ESRF is helping to shape an inclusive and
sustainable future for Tanzania, where growth benefits all segments of society.

A knowledge-based economy is key to Tanzania’s future, and ESRF is at the forefront of promoting this
transformation. Through innovative projects such as Food Systems Transformation in Southern Africa for
One Health (FoSTA) and Making Agricultural Trade Sustainable (MATS), ESRF is generating insights that
will help reshape Tanzania’s agricultural and urban development landscapes.
Among recent ESRF's flagship initiatives such as the Impact Evaluation Laboratory (IE-Lab) and the
Tanzania Urbanization Laboratory showcase ESRF’s dedication to evidence-based policy formulation,
ensuring that decisions are grounded in solid research. By promoting innovative financing mechanisms
through programs like the Development Financing Programme, ESRF is supporting Tanzania's transition
to a knowledge-driven economy.

As Tanzania navigates new challenges and opportunities, ESRF’s role in shaping the future has never
been more critical. Our research will continue to leverage the power of digital technologies and
promote sustainable practices in agriculture, trade, and investment, ensuring Tanzania remains
competitive in the global economy. Initiatives such as the Pro-Poor Economic Growth and
Environmentally Sustainable Development (PEI Initiative) demonstrate ESRF’s proactive approach to
addressing future challenges, integrating economic growth with environmental sustainability. Our
partnerships with global institutions, such as CUTS International Geneva, had further enhanced
Tanzania’s ability to stay agile in an interconnected world.

For three decades, ESRF has stood as a pillar of resilience, innovation, and excellence in Tanzania’s
research landscape. By aligning our projects with national priorities and promoting inclusive growth, we
have cemented our role as a cornerstone in shaping Tanzania’s policy and development agenda.

As we look to the future, ESRF’s forward-thinking research will continue to play an essential role in
ensuring Tanzania is prepared for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. Our legacy is not just
in our research output but in the tangible impact we have made on the nation’s socio-economic
transformation. With a continued focus on innovation, inclusion, and sustainability, ESRF will remain a
driving force in Tanzania’s development for years to come.
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